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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 124544 

FROM DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PFOR, PINS. PINT, PORG, EAID, EFIN 
SUBJECT: PRIORITY ATTENTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . IN HIS SPEECH AT NOTRE DAME, THE PRESIDENT REAFFIRMED 
THAT OUR COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS IS "A FUNDAMENTAL 
TENET OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY." TO INSURE THAT THE 
PRIORITY WHICH THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY PLACE 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS FULLY RELFECTED AT YOUR POST, I 
REQUEST THAT YOU CONTINUE TO GIVE HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS 
YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION AND YOU DIRECT THE EMBASSY'S 
WORK ON HUMAN RIGHTS. YOUR PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT WILL 
INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE ATTENTION IS GIVEN (A) TO ANALYSIS 
AND REPORTING ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES; (B) TO COM- 
PLIANCE WITH NEW AND EXISTING LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS, 
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PARTICULARLY THOSE BEARING ON OUR FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM; AND, (C) IN COUNTRIES THAT SHARE OUR RESPECT 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, TO ENCOURAGING INTERNATIONAL COOPERA- 
TION TO PROTECT AND PROMOTE BASIC RIGHTS. 

2. TO SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS, BASIC DOCUMENTS IN THIS FIELD 
WILL BE POUCHED TO YOU SHORTLY. A FOLLOW-UP CABLE WILL 
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CONTAIN GENERAL GUIDANCE ON OUR AGENDA FOR ACTION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND REQUEST SPECIFIC POST CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR 
OVERALL ACTION PROGRAM. VANCE 
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